6                      UNDECLARED   WAR
Developments in the last twenty years have thus
provided magnificent material for the nihilism 1 of the
Nazis in the Successor States. Wilsonianisra could
not make sense in Eastern Europe. Czech or Serb or
Polish Chauvinists, on account of some mediaeval
victory which should have made some stretch of soil
forever theirs, wanted more than they got, while many
Germans, Hungarians and Bulgars were obviously not
treated to very much self-determination. To offer
to apply that inapplicable principle really this time
gave the Nazis a wonderful battle-cry fifteen and
twenty years later, though any well-informed person
knew that no satisfactory racial frontier could be
drawn in Bohemia or Transylvania or Bosnia. And
plebiscites which had been a rough business round
about 1920 could still be claimed as sounding just,
though the whole perfection of Nazi technique had
gone into the paralysis of the independent judgment
of the individual in elections or plebiscites* Since
the great depression the sting of poverty has been
added to the disappointment of those who had either
lost through the Peace Settlement or found their gains
illusory; nearly everyone who was impoverished
could be persuaded to blame the status quo and to
glorify forgotten pre-war circumstances, while those
who had gained economically from the post-war state
of affairs had the lukewarm attitude of those on the
defensive in any war of words*
The Munich Agreement, taking a long step as it
did back to a big German Central European Empire,
caused the propagandistic material of the Nazis in
1 See H. Rauschning, Die Revolution des Nibt/isMUs. Europa-Verlag,
Zurich, 1938.